
         

 

First: 

remember the notes of the strings and know that each string is also 

numbered from 1 – 6… electric tuners can display either of these  

 

Always know which way to move the tuning pegs/machine heads.. 

typically, clockwise will loosen the string, flattening the 

note – Anti clockwise will do the opposite- tightening the 

string, sharpening the note. 

 

Electric Tuners: 

They come in all shapes and sizes, even some are operated by foot (a foot switch). The principle to use them is the 

same. They will display the note of the string you are 

plucking. Be easy, do not pluck 2 or more strings 

as the device will only detect the loudest one. 

Also, try and pluck and nice medium volume. 

Clip on tuners are clever as they use vibrations, making it 

good in noisy rooms.  

 

 

PRO TIP: ALWAYS PLUCK AND TURN. THINK OF THE TUNER AS 

AN EAR THAT NEEDS TO HEAR THE NOTE. AND ALWAYS SMALL 

TURNS FOLKS, NEVER GO CRAZY TURNING OR YOU COULD SNAP 

A STRING!! 

 

Manual Tuning: 

A little tricky at first but it speeds up the more you do it. 

Strings are tuned in perfect 4ths (except the G-B which is a 3rd).. not sure what this means? Put simply, it means the 

musical interval between each string, which comes from the major scale. Quick example, the 4th note of the E major 

scale is A. Check out the lesson on Major Scale for more info… 

So as you see in the video, the string you fret is the string you are tuning. Assuming the high e is tuned: 

Fret 5 on B, tune to the open e  

Fret 4 on G, tune to the open B 

http://www.rockademymasters.co.uk/


Fret 5 on D, tune to the open G 

Fret 5 on A, tune to the open D 

Fret 5 on E, tune to the open A 

 

tuning By Ear: 

At the end you have the option to tune by ear. This is good to train your ear for pitch and you can use any app or 

piano where you play the note the string needs to be tuned to. 

 

 

If you are royally stuck and can’t get the thing tuned up, you can 

head here to book in a session with a Rockademy tutor who will 

guide you in person: 

www.rockademy.co.uk/enrollment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rockademymasters.co.uk/

